The following observations, so far as they relate to the general utility of early blood-letting and purgatives, in a fever which, on two occasions, prevailed in the Russian squadron in the Medway, under my superintendence, were written upwards of eighteen months ago ; bet, being then with the North-American fleet, I deferred the fin^l consideration of the subject until my return.
In the meantime, I sent my remarks to Drs Douglas and Dobson, who, from having had the charge of the Argonaut and Trusty hospital-ships, appropriated to the reception of the sick, were peculiarly qualified to appreciate their correctness 5 and I requested to be favoured with such alterations and additions as their experience should suggest.
I have much satisfaction in bearing testimony to the skill* humanity, and attention evinced by these gentlemen in the very arduous situation in which they were placed ; and I am bound equally to acknowledge their zealous co-operation on all occasions, and the readiness with which they have subsequently given me every information in their power. As their opinions are communicated to me as " the entire result of practice and observation, unwarped by prior predilection for any particular theory, ' In many instances the coagulum seemed soft, and as if dissolved in the serum ; while, in others, the surlace appeared like half-warmed jelly. In blood drawn late in the disease, or examined afterwards, the serum was often found of a firm gelatinous consistence, and of a straw colour, with not an eighth part of crassamentum, and that of a very loose texture, and of the appearance of currant-jelly. The presence of petechias did not prevent early depletion in this disease. On the contrary, they were obviously connectcd with increased excitement, and determination to the surface, and very often disappeared after, though they were not always prevented by the detraction of blood. J* is, however, necessary to discriminate between petechias occurring at an early, and those which sometimes appear in the last stage of fever, when the circulation is languid, and the vital powers are failing.
In estimating the general value of phlebotomy, considerable allowance ought, no doubt, to be made for circumstances, such as the season of the year, and the robust habits of the Russians* but it was also practised upon the attendants and others witjj similar good effects, and, the reports add, upon the old as we" as the young;?an observation which I should feel consider' able hesitation in receiving, without explaining that there were very few with aged or debilitated constitutions. Clifton, February 1816.
